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Hi and welcome to yet another
edition of Up Anchor.  In this
expanded edition we will be
reminding you of the up and coming
AGM as well as giving you the usual
events round up.  Unfortunately
however, the second part of the clubs
heritage will have to be postponed
until the next edition as there has
been some interesting developments
with regards the condition of the
pond that need to be reported. To
round up this edition we shall also be
giving the result of the German
Uboat auction together with the lucky
person/persons that won it.

Have Your Say
Given that this shall be the last news
letter until after the AGM in
November I would like to remind
members that this is your opportunity
to have your say.  Are there any
changes you may like to see
happening in the club; are there any
issues you would like to take up with
your representatives; have you any
new ideas that you think may help
take the club and its aims forward?
If you have and you want it to be put
on the agenda for this AGM then can
I remind you that you need to submit
it in writing (an email will suffice) 28
days prior to the meeting.

This year the AGM falls on
Sunday the 27th of November so this
should give plenty of time to put pen
to paper or finger to keyboard.  The
meeting will start at 2pm prompt.
Any apologies should be forwarded
to the club secretary. If you choose to
use email then I can be contacted at:
g.morlan@surfanytime.co.uk

On a not unrelated matter can I
also remind you that trophies need to
be returned and if you haven’t
already done so can you get them
engraved prior to their return

Events Round Up
Following the disappointment of the
poor turnout at the Tall Ship’s Sail
Away event together with the
disappointment of having to cancel
our annual regatta the rest of the
season went well.

Members had the chance to
redeem themselves at the Tall Ship
during the Glasgow River Festival.
This two day event was particularly
well attended and the display was
well received by visitors and as such
something to be proud of.

The Federation Regatta this
year was hosted by Largs MBC.  I as
everyone else thoroughly  enjoyed
this one. Not only was the weather
great, the venue couldn’t have been
situated in a better place (unless it is
blowing a gale of course!).  The
display both on and off the water was

sensational.
To top the event of our own

resident high speed racer Robert
Gorman took first prize in steering
and docking while our resident bird
man, Jim Smith, took third prize in
the same competition. So on behalf
of the membership well done lads.

Human interest also prevailed at
Largs when a member of the public
(pictured) recognised Micheal
Loney’s model of HMS Diamond.
This turned out to be an emotional
reunion as it turned out the chap
actually served on the Diamond as a
young naval seaman.  What a great

day it turned out for everyone.  Well
done to Largs MBC for organising it.

Largs also featured recently at
Glasgow Richmond when a couple of
the lads travelled up to provide an
introduction on ‘Tug Towing’.
Although I couldn’t stay long, I did
manage to stay long enough for the
seminar which went into the

technical specifications tug towing
and its background. The speaker then
went on to discuss different
techniques for manoeuvring boats
and how this could be affected by the
type of load and prevailing weather
conditions.  Hints and tips were also
prevalent during the talk which
culminated in a practical
demonstration and a hands on trial
for anyone who was interested. hands
on trial for anyone who was
interested.   

Volunteers Wanted
Over the next few Sundays we are
looking for volunteers to help clear
out the rubbish that has accumulated
in the clubhouse over the past few
months.  This may also be a good
time to dig below the floor and
evaluate the condition of our
competition equipment with the view
of replacing pieces that are in
disrepair.  So if you can use a brush
or even a mop then come along and
bust a chop!!!
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Weed problem in Queens
Park Pond (Update)

Well it pains me to say that
there is still bad news where sailing
is concerned. An estimated 70% of
the pond is still infested with weed.
As if this wasn’t bad enough most of
that weed is concentrated at the
southern end of the pond where the
clubhouse is located.

Members have cleared some of
the weed away from the front of the
clubhouse and this has allowed the
sailing of smaller vessels  (Just ask
Mr Hutton) but nothing substantial.

If you think this paints a bleak
picture then to be fair there has been
a lot more movement off the water
than on it (no pun intended).

On reflection there have been
many twists and turns regarding this
issue.  For example, if you can cast
your mind back to 2003 then you will
know that your Committee worked
toward having the weed problem
addressed in time for Federation
regatta. The Parks Management were
approached and help was provided in
the form of chemical treatment. This
however followed our own efforts in
extracting the weed and after some
local press coverage in the South
Side Extra.

What was important about this
event was the fact that we were told
that SEPA had to be informed prior
to treatment.  This isn’t in doubt and
indeed much of the literature
suggests that this is the case.

When the weed returned the
following season and threatened the
cancellation of our start of season sail
the Committee once again sought to
have the problem addressed.  Again
the South Side Extra ran the story
and again Land Services responded.
This time however the response was
minimal and amounted to disposing

of the weed that we ourselves
extracted.

What was interesting about this
period was that we started to hear
words like ‘rare’, ‘naturalisation’
and/or short sentences such as ‘our
hands are tied’.

Most memorable in this respect
was when the Conservation Officer
attempted to pass the weed of as rare
and less than a week later Ian
Caddenhead had uncovered an article
from the Guardian that shot the
Conservation Officers claim down in
flames.  According to the article the
weed, far from being rare, was in fact
regarded as ’invasive’. This was a
landmark moment as it became clear
that Land Service Officials were not
playing straight.

Another area where Land
Service Officials were not playing
straight was in response to our
coverage of the pond in the local
press.  Here we would comment on
the state of the weed problem and
how Land Services were reluctant to
deal with it.  Land Service Officials
on the other hand would make
counter claims and argue that the
weed actually benefited the pond.

Arguably by playing the
environmental card in this manner
Land Services sought to discredit any
claim we made which in turn would
provide them with an excuse that
would allow them to ignore the weed
problem altogether.

However, after some extensive
research GSSMS argued that Land
Service policy was miss guided and
based upon an assumption that would
hold, only if one ignored the nature
of the pond and the characteristics of
the weed (i.e. the pond is shallow.
Canadian pondweed thrives in
shallow water and excessive weed
can starve a body of water of vital
oxygen supplies).  Following our
latest press coverage Land Services
were informed that from now on the
above line of argument would be
used in any future press coverage.
Unfortunately, however this
generated no response.

In the meantime some members
were trying alternative routes in an
attempt to have the problem dealt
with.  Mr Riddle contacted
Councillor Colleran and Ian
Caddenhead contacted the Head of

Parks and Support Services.  In
addition Andy Shorts neighbour took
up the cause and proceeded to contact
Land Service Officials.

Interestingly, only Mr Riddle
and Andy’s neighbour generated an
immediate response. This suggested
that any correspondence that derived
from the club may have been getting
ignored.  If this was the case then
how can we explain why Neil
received a response to his query?
Arguably, the reason Neil generated
a response was because he contacted
Councillor Colleran who then passed
his request to the Director of Land
Services, Mr Robert Booth.

In his reply to Neil, Mr Booth
instructed the local management
team to make contact with the club.
A meeting was subsequently held
with the pond along with other
maintenance issues at the top of the
agenda.

Two weeks then passed and
nothing had yet been done.  As a
follow up Neil attempted to contacted
the local management team. A
further two weeks passed and his call
went unanswered.

Meanwhile in a response to Mr
Short’s neighbour, Kenneth Boyle,
ensured that “measures had been put
in place to “ensure that the boating
pond…” would be “…delittered three
times per week” and that Land
Services had received delivery of a
boat that would be “dedicated to
surface litter collection and control of
pond weed”.

Also contained in this response
was an indication of a change in
emphasis away from the
environmental effects of removing
the weed.  Thus instead of the weed
being beneficial to the pond Land
Services now claimed that the weed
had been out with the safe “searching
distance…” of Land Services
“…maintenance staff”. In the



response Neil received the Director
of Land Services also made reference
to health and safety matters as being
the main reason for the lack of work
being done to control the weed. As
far as Booth was concerned he was
“aware that operational difficulties”
meant the weed was “…out with safe
reaching distance of…” his
operatives. One can understand this
response as perhaps coming from a
man that was miss informed by those
below him.

Recently though we were given
the opportunity to point this out.  As
it became clear that Neil’s calls had
gone unanswered we decided to
contact Mr Booth instead.  To ensure
he actually received the letter we also
carbon copied it to Councillor
Colleran.  This effectively cut the
Head of Support and Land Services,
the Conservation Officer and the
Local Management Team from the
loop as it appeared that any
correspondence between us and those
mentioned above was falling on deaf
ears.

The contents of the letter
covered an acknowledgement of the
meeting outlined above together with
a list of questions we wanted
answered.  Questions asked included:

1. Is the pond going to have the
weed problem managed? If so

2. How is it going to be managed?
3. What time scales are we talking

about, how frequent?
4. Who is responsible for decisions

regarding the management of the
pond?

5. Who is responsible for the day to
day management of the pond?

It then went on to say how important
the latter questions were as the local
management team insisted they still
had their hands tied the Conservation
Officer but the Conservation Officer
had told us back in July that the pond
was a boating pond and as such fell
under the remit of the local
management team.  After this the
tone of the letter change to criticised
the change in emphasis toward health
and safety as an excuse for inaction
and pointed out that this was simply
moving the goalposts.  Finally the
letter went on to criticise the lack of
communication and feed back from
Land Services representatives.

Within a few days Neil had
received a phone call from a rather

irate Park Manager.  Ian finally got a
reply to his letter and I got a reply to
mine.  More importantly though is
the fact that we arenow collecting
documentary evidence of Land
Services commitment to the pond. To
date they have committed to:

1. Insuring the poor condition of
the pond will be improved
through physical and chemical
control.

2. Attract more use of the pond
through a variety of initiatives.

3.  management of the pond will be
ongoing and not a one of
maintenance visit.

4. Confirmation that the pond has
been designated as a boating
pond

5. The Area Manager (Martin
McKelvie) is responsible for
decisions regarding the overall
management of the pond

6. The Assistant Manager (Thomas
Ross) is responsible for the for
implementing the day to day
management of the pond.

7. And apparently there is no
hidden agenda.

You will notice that there is one item
missing from the list and that is a
time scale for the completion of the
work.  It looks as though Land
Services are not willing to commit
themselves to this issue at the present
time.  Whether this is because the
weed is expected to die back due to
the incoming winter is not known at
this present moment.  What is certain
is that the pond as an issue for the
club will continue for the foreseeable
future.  One can only hope that the
pond will not be the only thing that
Land Services will clean.  Perhaps
they should clean up their act and
becoming more transparent regarding
the issue.  However, there is probably
more chance of Neil spending some
money.

While I have endeavoured to
capture as much of the dealings as
possible between GSSMS and
Officials of Land Services.  However
I also recognise that I may have
missed out some detail such as the
outcome of members visits to the
office of the park manager and letters
from the Federation.  This wasn’t
deliberate just put it down to an
overworked memory and old age.

Outcome of U47 auction
On the 1st of September bidding
closed on the Robbe 1:40 scale U47
kit.  Over the period in which the
auction ran only two people
submitted bids.  The proud winner
was Bill Loney who because of the
low numbers won a bargain rather
than a sub.  Well done that man.

Feel free to comment or add to any
item you read in this news letter. 


