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Hello and welcome to the second
edition of Up Anchor. This
edition brings you news on what
has been happening on the event
front. There is an update on the
state of the weed problem and the
council’s response to it as well as
a feature on the heritage of our
society and its 98 year
relationship with Queens Park.

Events Round Up
Start of Season Sail held on the
3rd of April was by all intent and
purposes a success. This was the
first event I have had the pleasure
of organising and although a little
apprehensive at first I soon settled
down once I saw it coming
together.  It was only then that I
realised I didn’t organise a thing!
That job was done like clockwork
by everyone involved in its set up.
That means you. So on behalf of
the Club I would like to thank
everyone for their input.  Well
done lads ‘n’ lassies.

Kilmacolm 14th May 2005
was a great success.  Aside from a
couple of teething problems such
as very secure van doors and
forgotten barriers the display at
Knapps loch was excellent.  The
weather couldn’t have been better

and the turnout from members
was exceptional.  The static
display attracted some positive
attention and possibly even a
couple of new members. All in all
everyone who attended this event
should give themselves a pat on
the back.  Good work!!!

The Tall Ship ‘Sail Away
Event’ is another matter.  A total
of five members turned up to
represent the club at this event.
Fortunately though Liz & George
brought seven models which
cooled a potentially embarrassing
situation. Had this not been the
case then that would have left my
self, Conn and Allan sitting under
a double gazebo with a total of
five models on display.

George as Chairman of the
Federation was quick to point out
that a lack of representation at any
event is a disgrace but even more
so when you are representing the
club at an external event.

Weed Problem in Queens
Park Pond (Update)
As stated in the previous edition
of Up Anchor “…there is only
one thing certain these days.  That
come April the pond will be full
of weed”.  April has been and
gone but it pains me to report the
weed hasn’t.  Indeed on the last
observation weed had broken the
surface making sailing for most
propellered and all deep keeled
boats more or less impossible.

To date we have been in touch
with the Head of Parks and
Support Services but as of yet
there has been no reply.  On

Tuesday the 19th April members
of the club were approached by
the new Assistant Parks Manager.
He took note of our plight but
again there has been no response.
Recently a couple of members,
namely Ian Cadenhead and Conn
McGee, went to visit the office of
the park management. After some
discussion with the Manager and
subsequent discussion with the
Conservation Officer of Glasgow
City Council we can safely say
that the large pond we know and
love is in fact recognised as a
boating pond and not a
conservation pond as once
rumoured

This is quite significant as it
allows us to concentrate our
attention on persuading Land
Services that it is not only their
responsibility to maintain the
pond but also to manage the weed
problem within it.  The first stage
in this has been in the form of a
lengthy letter to the Parks
Manager and copied to other
officials within Land Services.

In the meantime members
have been in the pond doing their
bit in trying to manage the weed
problem and allow for some
sailing this year.

GSSMS Annual Regatta and
Open Day Cancelled
Unfortunately the work
mentioned above hasn’t been
enough to let us proceed with our
annual Regatta and Open day thus
following a Committee meeting
held on the 3rd July 05
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it was decided to cancel the
regatta and concentrate our
attention on finding a permanent
solution to the weed problem in
Queens Park.

In Search of Glasgow South’s
Heritage (Part 1)
Any member who frequents the
clubhouse on a regular basis may
not be aware that the average (or
mean) age of our membership is
around sixty years old.

But wait a minute I hear you
say. ‘I’m not sixty’.

‘I know that because I’m
certainly nowhere
near sixty’ (or so I
would love to think).

The point is that
there are a few
members whose age
is greater than the
average and it is here
that we get the first
indication of the
clubs lengthy past.
Unfortunately this
tells us nothing about
the age of the club or
even how the club
has evolved over the
years.

One of the most difficult
decisions about writing this
feature was deciding where to
start.  It could have started very
simply by outlining our heritage
in chronological order.  This
would have been fine but it would
have ignored an important fact
about our past. It would have
ignored how if all had gone
according to plan the site of the
club would have been nowhere
near its present location. Indeed
the original plans submitted in
1860 show a significantly
modified park to what we can see
today.

Originally the park was to be
much larger stretching from
Aitkenhead Road to beyond

Pollokshaws Road.  This would
have encapsulated Cathkin Park,
QP Recreational Grounds and part
of Strathbungo.

The plans submitted by Joseph
Paxton were to provide for a
‘winter garden’, featuring a
central music hall and flanked by
covered promenades. A dominant
feature of the winter garden was
to be the granite staircase leading
from Victoria Road. This was to
be complemented by the final.
major feature of Paxton’s plans
The inclusion of a ‘large artificial
loch to be bridged by Langside
Road’.

Langside Road is significant in

this respect as it effectively
separates the grounds of the
Victoria Infirmary from the
grounds of Queens Park.  What
this means is that if the original
plans had gone ahead we would
quite possibly be sailing near the
Battlefield Monument as opposed
to Pollokshaws Road.

Furthermore the pond would
have been much larger stretching
from what is now Grange Road
(the road that runs in front of the
Victoria) under Langside Road
and up to the entrance near
Lethington Avenue or halfway
down Langside Road.

One can only imagine the
amount of levelling that would
have to have been done to
accommodate such a feature.

Anyway a number of alterations
to the plans resulted in the
abandonment of the proposed
winter garden, loch and also led
to a reduction in the boundaries of
the park.

Whether this had an impact
upon the heritage of the club is
questionable.  Although, model
yachting was a popular pastime at
the time there is no evidence to
suggest that there was any
significant protest at the pond’s
omission. Why was this the case?
To find out why you will have to
wait for part two of this heritage
trail in the next issue of Up
Anchor.

In the next issue you will not
only learn why there was little or
no protest but also the reason why
this changed.  From this point on
you will also learn about the
development of the club from its
formal constitution in 1907.
Meanwhile if you have any
questions regarding what you
have read or have something to
add then please feel free to get in
touch.  Till next time.

German UBoat Auction
Recently the club came across a
new in the box Robbe 1:40 Scale
U47 kit.  Although the box has
been opened all the parts appear
to be intact. The kit measures
some 1700mm in length and
160mm wide.  On looking at the
instructions the model is not for
the fainthearted. However if you
are interested in bidding for it
then please submit a bid in
writing to either my self or Neil
Riddle. Bidding will close on the
1st of September 05. The kit will
go to the highest bidder.

Feel free to comment or add to
any item you read in this news
letter. 
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